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Document No. iool
(Antonio tic Barrios, interrogatory presented at Santa Fc
December i>o, 1594]
(P-5)                              -.-t
Very Powerful Sir*
(laptain Antonio de Barrios, resident in Cartagena . . . states that
... !t ... (p. (>).., having hired out 30 pack mules to go with4
certain loads at the price of ton ducats each, since governor Don
Pedro Lodcnn needed animals in order to send soldiers to the relief
of a frigate which had left that port for the New Kingdom [of
Cranada ], because*1 he received word that the vessel was being chased
by two enemy ships which drove it aground seven league's from this
city, he gave him the use of these mules without charge when no
others were to be had, in order that the soldiers might proceed. He
preferred rather to serve your highness5 on that occasion than to
receive the profit from their hire.
And he offered to go in person to the defence of the frigate but the
governor had already given the matter over to Captain Francisco
Paniagua with eight horse and 30 foot. Wherefore voluntarily and
to serve your highness he went after the said captain with two horse
and twelve slaves, all armed, and with the necessary food supplies.
He overtook him on the road and they arrived at Point Hicacos
where the frigate lay. The said ships had put to sea.
Therefore the soldiers were of the opinion that they should return
to the city but he and Captain Paniagua persuaded them to wait to
see whether the enemy would return. Meanwhile he sought to
remove the frigate's cargo to a safe place and with his slaves and
certain seamen did so remove all the merchandise and conveyed it
to safety, While they were unloading the vessel the two English
ships returned, looked the frigate over and withdrew. In the after-
1 A. de /,, 72-5-21, Santa FC" 92. jopliegos, legalized copies.
2 I.e., the Audimcia of Santa Fo, before which high court Captain Barrios pre-
sented his petition, his questionnaire and his witnesses in December, 1594.
8 References to his services against Hawkins and Drake, omitted. Cf. Wright^
I. A., Spanish Documents concerning English Voyages to the Caribbean, 1527-1568, The
Hakluyt Society, Second Series, No, 62,1928, pp. 76-77,78n., i, 84.
4 To Barrancas, according to Question 9.           * Again, the Audiencia.